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Nurse Education

The Logan Bayside Nursing and
Midwifery grad CF team have recorded
a massive 2844 interactions with the
2018 graduates.
Nurse Educator Helen Maney said the 2018 Logan
Bayside graduate cohort were incredibly lucky
to have had an amazing group of graduate CFs
working 24/7, from February through until June to
support them as they transitioned to practice.
Helen said the CF team
provided emotional
and technical support,
assistance to prioritise
and advocated for the

graduates needs, supporting them through
emergency situations.
“The Grad CF team has been there for first births,
first deaths and the ‘I don’t think I can do this’
moments that each of us has experienced to
ensure that these graduates feel supported.

“As their line manager I am incredibly proud to
have had each of them as part of the team and for
the wonderful service they provided to graduates.
“Their enthusiasm and commitment to their roles is
commendable.”

“They’ve role modelled behaviours and traits that
will keep them resilient to the on going pressures
they will face throughout their careers.”
Helen said many of the graduates had said
that they would not have survived without their
valuable support and their uncanny knack of
knowing when to turn up when they needed them
most.
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Grad CF team grateful for
rewarding role
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Emergency Department

Sepsis tool trial
for paediatric patients
Redland Hospital is trialing a new paediatric
sepsis tool to help identify sepsis in children
quickly and provide early intervention.
Emergency Department Nurse Unit Manager Tracey McTigue
said Redland had developed the tool, adapted from the UK
NHS sepsis pathway which used red flags for identifying
sepsis in paediatric patients.

how paediatric sepsis could present.
“Diagnosis of children is harder so having a defined
process with this tool is a more accurate way of ensuring
early identification of sepsis and early intervention.
Director Paediatrics Dr Dougie Thomas said the use of
the red flags was key to determining valid
concerns for sepsis.

Tracey said any children identified as possibly septic were
immediately categorised as a ‘2’ which ensured they were
reviewed by the most senior doctor on staff and then treated
accordingly.

“One of those red flags is if the
parent presents to indicate there
is something just not quite right
with the child.

“This helps prevent serious consequences for the patient,”
she said.

“As the person who knows the
child best, the question of
why the parent has brought
the child into ED today
compared with why they
didn’t present yesterday is
a vital red flag for sepsis to
be considered at triage,”
he said.

Tracey said the trial, which began in July, would run for three
months with data of all patients admitted for sepsis during
that time analysed to assess the success of the tool in early
identification.
“July was Paediatric Sepsis Month at Redland Hospital where
we saw a huge investment in education by our consultants,
paediatric nurse practitioners and nurse educators.”
RN Zoe Rogers said the tool had made staff more aware of
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Sepsis is a potentially life-threatening complication of an infection.
Sepsis occurs when chemicals released into the bloodstream to
fight the infection trigger inflammatory
responses throughout the body. This
inflammation can trigger a cascade of
changes that can damage multiple organ
systems, causing them to fail.
If sepsis progresses to septic shock, blood
pressure drops dramatically, which may
lead to death.
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