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Message from the Clinical
Chief Executive Officer
The past year (our 50th) has been the most outstanding and momentous both for
service delivery and for medical and health services research. Research performance,
using accepted criteria as outlined in Professor Prins’ report, shows the continuing
success of health and medical research at the Princess Alexandra Hospital.
We have come a long way since the Princess Alexandra Hospital Centres for Health
Research was established in 1998 to foster and facilitate the research activity at
the Hospital. Looking at the previous eight Research Reviews, what stands out is
the continuing increase and strengthening of the research programs and the local,
national and international collaborations that have occurred. The Centres for Health
Research has been the impetus on the campus for this surge in research.
The most significant occasion in 2006 was the success of a colleague and friend,
Professor Ian Frazer, Director of the University of Queensland Centre for Immunology
and Cancer Research based at the Princess Alexandra Hospital, in bringing an
effective cervical cancer vaccine to the world. A 15 year journey concluded with trials
for the cervical cancer vaccine being 100% successful and the vaccine becoming
commercially available in 2006 to young women worldwide. Professor Frazer was
awarded the 2006 Queenslander and Australian of the Year – a great achievement
by Ian and his team.
I wish to pay tribute to the work of the Human Research Ethics Committee and its
Chair, Mrs Gwynneth Petrie. The volume and complexity of their work continues
to increase. I would like to express gratitude for the significant contribution of all
committee members who serve as volunteers and whose work is critical to the
research activity in the Hospital.
This 2006 Annual Research Review showcases the research effort of the many groups
based at the Hospital. I have pleasure in presenting to you the 2006 Princess Alexandra
Hospital Centres for Health Research Review. It clearly depicts the collaborative
research environment and the vibrancy and commitment of all researchers based at
the Princess Alexandra Hospital to finding solutions for better health.
On behalf of myself and the Clinical Council, I congratulate Professor Prins and all
of our researchers for an outstanding year in basic, clinical, translational and health
services research within the Princess Alexandra Hospital.

Dr David Theile Snr
Clinical Chief Executive Officer
Princess Alexandra Hospital Health Service
District

Translating Science into Better Health
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Chairman’s Report –
Professor John Prins
Research activity at the Princess Alexandra Hospital continued to grow in both quality
and quantity in 2006, with the highest ever research income of over $20Million, 122
PhD student enrolments and over 300 publications. Some key additional conjoint
research/clinical appointments with three Universities in Nursing, Allied Health
and Medical disciplines augur well for our continuing growth. Increased research
activity was facilitated with the completion of the fitout of the ground floor of Rwing, co-funded by generous support from The University of Queensland and the
Princess Alexandra Hospital Private Practice Trust Fund. This floor now houses thirtyfive researchers in cancer and bone biology. It is a pleasure to highlight that the PA
Foundation allocated funds of over $750,000 in 2006 for research (in 2007), again
ensuring that opportunities for quality research are maintained.
Future growth of translational research has been well supported by the announcement
by Premier Beattie of a grant of $100Million from the State Government to build
a state-of-the-art Translational Research Institute on the campus. This represents
terrific support from the State for research on the campus. Planning for this facility
is underway, with additional funds promised from a number of parties including the
University of Queensland and Queensland University of Technology. The building
will be sited at the current helipad, with direct research, teaching and clinical links
to the Hospital. Along with the Hospital, the new Institute will be a centrepoint
for a medical research precinct including the Mater Medical Research Institute, the
Pharmacy Australia Centre of Excellence building and The University of Queensland
campus via the Eleanor Schonell Bridge.
The Hospital celebrated its Golden Jubilee, and its 50th year research pedigree was
highlighted with a well-attended research symposium during Princess Alexandra
Hospital Week. The Centres for Health Research was a major sponsor of the 6th
Annual Health & Medical Research Conference of Queensland, further highlighting
and promoting our medical research presence.
The Hospital and Clinical Council support for research is also tangible, with the
introduction of funding for a “Visiting Professor Scheme” and the ongoing (and rare
in Australia) support for three Research Registrars each year. It is noteworthy that in
a time of international concern for the fate of the clinician-scientist, the Hospital has
twenty-seven medically qualified PhD students. This is an achievement to be proud
of, and demonstrates the strength of our research environment and mentorship.
It also secures our future by providing a pool of highly trained and committed
individuals with clinical and research expertise to lead our Hospital in future years.
One should also highlight some of the key achievements of researchers on the
campus. Professor Ian Frazer was, of course, named Queenslander of the Year and
Australian of the Year and was the first recipient of the Premier’s Fellowship, in
recognition of his work in developing a vaccine for cervical cancer. The commercial
launch of the vaccine worldwide gave Princess Alexandra Hospital and The University

Centres for Health Research Annual Review 2006
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of Queensland international recognition. The Queensland

government and non-government schemes, for which we

launch, by Deputy Premier the Honourable Anna Bligh, was

continue to demonstrate our competitiveness.

held at the Princess Alexandra Hospital. The first round of
the Smart Health Research Grant Program came in 2006, with
grants awarded to Professor Darrell Crawford and Associate
Professor Sandro Porceddu. Professor Tom Marwick headed
up a successful application for a second round of five-year
funding from the NHMRC for the prestigious Centre for
Clinical Research Excellence program. Diabetes Researchers

In 2006 the Human Research Ethics Committee received
212 new ethics applications plus thirty-six quality assurance
projects. I would like to thank the members of the Human
Research Ethics Committee and the staff, under the
Chairmanship of Mrs Gwynneth Petrie, for their contribution
to the Princess Alexandra Hospital research efforts.

were awarded a record four Diabetes Australia Research Trust

I would like to thank all those who contributed to making the

grants, and Dr Tony Russell headed a team that was awarded

research effort possible and acknowledge in particular, the

State Government funding for a research-based Chronic

efforts of the PA Foundation, under the Chairmanship of Mr

Diseases Management Centre for Diabetes at Inala.

Michael Wille, in raising funds to support the research.

Together, these and many other achievements demonstrate a

Finally, thanks to Ms Areti Gavrilidis and all the staff at the

vibrant and successful research culture at Princess Alexandra

Centres for Health Research for their tireless efforts.

Hospital. The challenge is to maintain (and increase) the
momentum despite the ever-present limitations on space
and competition for research income. We can afford to be
very optimistic about the future, however, with increasing
numbers of active clinician-scientists, scientists and PhD
students in all areas across the campus, plus the significant

Professor John Prins
Chair, Centres for Health Research
Princess Alexandra Hospital

increase in available funding locally (via the PA Foundation),
in the State (via the Smart State initiatives) and Nationally via

“Together, these and many other achievements
demonstrate a vibrant and successful research culture
at the Princess Alexandra Hospital. “

Translating Science into Better Health
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Highlights 2006
The year has been the most significant and historic for research at the Princess
Alexandra Hospital as well as internationally.
A major international research breakthrough was the development of the world’s
first cervical cancer vaccine by Professor Ian Frazer, Director of the University of
Queensland’s Centre for Immunology and Cancer Research. The vaccine has been
designed to help control cervical cancer by preventing infection with human
papillomaviruses, the causative agents of this disease. Furthermore, it has the
potential to eradicate cervical cancer within a generation. For this outstanding
achievement and for his dedication to science, Professor Frazer received both the
prestigious Australian of the Year Award and the Queenslander of the Year Award
in 2006.
Professor Frazer was a joint winner of the 2006 William B. Coley Award for
Distinguished Research in Tumour Immunology from the Cancer Research Institute,
one of America’s premier cancer research groups.
Professor Frazer also launched human trials of an experimental therapy for genital

The most important

warts in August.

highlight has been the

Other key highlights included:

world wide launch of a

●

The establishment by the Diabetes and Endocrinology Department, following a
successful $1.8Million innovation proposal, of a Chronic Disease Management

vaccine designed to help

Centre at Inala, the aim of which is to deliver tertiary level care in diabetes
management in a primary care setting.

control cervical cancer by
preventing infection with

●

The development by the Neurosurgery Department, in collaboration with
Medical Oncology, Radiation Oncology, Radiology, Pathology, Palliative Care,
Nursing and Neuropsychology, of the first multidisciplinary brain tumour clinic

human papillomavirus.

in Australia.
●

The purchase by the Therapeutics Research Unit of a DermaInspect Multiphoton
Confocal Microscopy system, suitable for non-invasive skin microscopy, the first
of its kind in Australia.

●

The award by the National Health and Medical Research Council of a Centre
for Clinical Research Excellence grant, valued at $2Million over five years, to
Professor Tom Marwick (University of Queensland and Princess Alexandra
Hospital) for research in to Cardiovascular and Metabolic Disease.

●

The award by the National Health and Medical Research Council of a Research
Fellowship to Professor Matthew Brown, The University of Queensland’s Centre
for Immunology and Cancer Research.

●

Centres for Health Research Annual Review 2006
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Cervical Cancer Vaccine Launch

Grant Success

In August 2006 Professor Ian Frazer, Director of The University
of Queensland Centre for Immunology and Cancer Research,
administered the first shots of the cervical cancer vaccine,

National Health and Medical Research Council’s
Centre for Clinical Research Excellence Grant

Gardasil, at the Princess Alexandra Hospital to the first teenage
recipients. This vaccine was developed using technology
for production of papillomavirus virus like particles, first
developed in 1991 in the Centre by Professor Ian Frazer
together with the late Dr Jian Zhou.

Professor Tom Marwick and Team
This multidisciplinary group, involving specialists in cardiology,
renal disease, diabetes and obesity, liver disease, nursing,
hypertension, exercise physiology and biostatistics, will
undertake a series of unique studies aimed at understanding
Professor Ian Frazer administering the vaccine to
Emma McMillan

and preventing early cardiovascular complications of several
metabolic conditions. Sensitive new cardiovascular imaging
techniques will be used to detect preclinical abnormalities

Warts Vaccine Trial

in the structure, function and metabolism of the heart and

In 2006 Professor Frazer launched human trials of an

vasculature, facilitating the development of new strategies

experimental therapy for genital warts. Genital warts, which

of exercise and lifestyle intervention to prevent these

affect an estimated four per cent of Australians, are caused

complications.

primarily by human papillomavirus (HPV).

This will build on the successful current

The vaccine,

Centre for Clinical Research Excellence in Cardiovascular

designed to attack forms of the human papillomavirus, HPV6

and Metabolic Disease program, including multidisciplinary

and HPV11, which commonly cause genital warts, is now

clinical research training, with major new directions in the

being tested in humans. The vaccine is designed to kill cells

interface between the liver and metabolic syndrome and

infected by the virus and hence assist patients to get rid of

strategies for community-based prevention.

their warts. The Princess Alexandra Hospital’s Sexual Health
Unit, in partnership with Wenzhou Medical College in Zhejiang

NHMRC Project Grants

Province in China, is now half way through a program to

A successful round of NHMRC grants was announced in

recruit up to 480 men and women (aged between 18 and 65)

November 2006. Eight health and medical research project

with recurrent genital warts to trial the new vaccine. Results

grants, a research fellowship and a Centre for Clinical Research

are expected towards the end of 2008.

Excellence grant totalling approximately $6.24Million, have
been awarded to University of Queensland investigators
based at the Princess Alexandra Hospital. The grant projects
were:
●

Non-viral vectors for targeted delivery of RNAi
nucleotides to cervical cancers (McMillan N, Davies N,
Parekh H, McGeray R)

●

Interaction between PTH and Y2 bone anabolic pathways
(Gardiner E)

●

Identification of clinically significant subtypes of head
and neck cancer cells (Saunders N, Kaurm P)

Translating Science into Better Health
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●
●

●

CDK4 activity in S/G2 phases influences mitotic fidelity

Council (NHMRC) Project Grants Scheme. Two of the five

(Gabrielli B, Grimmond S)

successful projects were awarded to Princess Alexandra

Hepatocyte replicative arrest, hepatic progenitor cells

Hospital investigators for research into liver disease and

and the ductular reaction in hepatice fibrogenesis

cancer:

(Jonsson J, Clouston A, Powell E, Olynyk J, Knight B)

●

Randomised controlled trial of multmedia patient

Hepatology. The pathogenesis of co-toxic liver disease.

education approaches to preventing in-hospital falls

($482,750 over three years).

(Haines T, Hill K, McKenna K, Brauer S, Oliver D)
●

●

Validation

of

Cognitive

Assessments

●

Professor Sandro Porceddu, Radiation and Oncology.

using

Post-operative chemotherapy versus radiotherapy in

Telecommunication (Gray L, Flicker L, Wootton R, Loh P.

high risk cutaneous squamous cell carcinoma (SCC) of

Martin -Khan M, Edwards H)

head and neck. ($323,075 over five years).

Exertional dyspnoea with increased filling pressure
- Mechanisms and treatment strategies (Marwick T,
Sharman J, Coombes J)

●

Professor Darrell Crawford, Gastroenterology and

Centre for Clinical Research Excellence in Cardiovascular

Princess Alexandra Hospital Week Golden Jubilee

Smart State Premier’s Fellowship

Research Symposium - “Translating Clinical
Research – Converting Research into Clinical
Outcomes”

Professor Ian Frazer was awarded the inaugural Smart State

The theme of the Symposium was to highlight research

Premier’s Fellowship for 2006 – $1.25Million (over 5 years).

undertaken at the Princess Alexandra Hospital which has

This fellowship will help Professor Frazer to continue his

direct application to improved patient outcomes. During

immunotherapeutic research, translating the immunotherapy

the Princess Alexandra Hospital Week Research Symposium,

success of the cervical cancer vaccine to other diseases.

some of the cutting edge research carried out by the

Smart Health Research Grants (Queensland
Health)

clinicians and scientists in various fields including clinical

and Metabolic Disease (Marwick T)

In February 2006, the Smart Health Research Grants Program
was announced as part of Queensland Health’s Research
Strategy. The Scheme in 2006 provided funding for five
research proposals prepared by public sector employees,
which were assessed as fundable but which just ‘missed out’
on funding under the National Health and Medical Research

Centres for Health Research Annual Review 2006
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metabolic disease, obesity and diabetes was highlighted. The
translation of research into the clinical setting of the cervical
cancer vaccine, developed by Professor Ian Frazer and his
team at The University of Queensland Centre for Immunology
and Cancer Research, was a key highlight.
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Intensive Care Unit
The Academic Department of Intensive Care at the Princess Alexandra Hospital
is a part of the Division of Anaesthesiology and Critical Care, Southern School of
Medicine, University of Queensland. The Director of Research, Professor Bala
Venkatesh, has been involved with clinical and laboratory research for the last fifteen
years. The Department also has a Professor of Nursing appointed through Griffith
University, two Associate Professors, four Senior Lecturers and a Co-ordinator of
Nursing Research, a Clinical Research Co-ordinator along with four PhD students,
two of whom are clinicians.
The Department has a number of Critical Care Research Groups:

Professor Bala Venkatesh

The Princess Alexandra

●

Endocrine group (Venkatesh B, Prins J, Cohen J)

●

Sepsis group (Kruger P, Roberts M, Venkatesh B, Joyce C)

●

Myocardial function assessment in sepsis (Venkatesh B, Marwick T, Joyce C,
Sturgess D)

●

Tissue oxygenation and apoptosis group (Venkatesh B, Morgan T, Gobe G)

Hospital Intensive Care

●

Burns group (Venkatesh B, Roberts M, Cross S)

Sepsis Research Group is

●

Intensive Care Outcomes Modelling Group (Cook D).

leading an Australasian

The Department has strong links both with the University, including Professor Tom

multi-centre study of the

Mike Roberts (Head of Therapeutics Research Unit) as well as well established groups

usefulness of statins in
septic shock.

Marwick (internationally acclaimed cardiovascular research programme), Professor
internationally.
The Department is active in both Basic Science and Clinical Research. Two of its
members, Drs Venkatesh and Kruger, are convenors of the Basic Science in Critical
Care Medicine Symposium.
The Department has also set up an Experimental Intensive Care Facility which has a
large clinical load (approximately 1900 admissions per year). The Department also has
access to extensive laboratory facilities including HPLC, LCMS/MS Microdialysis, an
experimental ICU facility, and well set up rodent models of sepsis and endotoxemia.
The Princess Alexandra Hospital Intensive Care Sepsis Research Group is leading
an Australasian multi-centre study of the usefulness of statins in septic shock. This
has been made possible through success in an NHMRC grant applied through the
Clinical Trials Group of Australia and New Zealand Intensive Care Society.
The Princess Alexandra Hospital Intensive Care Endocrine Research Group has
provided new insights into adrenal function in the critically ill and is now conducting
an Australasian multi-centre study to advance the understanding further. The
Unit is one of the international leaders in the area of “relative adrenal insufficiency
syndrome” in sepsis.

Translating Science into Better Health
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●

The Department is actively involved in national multi-centre

Monthly joint research meetings with presentations

trials through the Clinical Trials Group of the Australian and

by experts in each field, including saving all

New Zealand Intensive Care Society (ANZICS). The Director

presentations in a common location, available to

of the Department, Associate Professor Chris Joyce, is on the

all members of the group

Executive of the Clinical Trials group of ANZICS. He is also

●

Successful recruitment of PhD students.

on the Data Safety and Monitoring committee of the multicentre Australasian Study on Aminophylline in Croup.

To summarise our increasing role both locally and nationally:
●

Success in two NHMRC Grants

In addition, the Department has provided opportunities for:

●

Success in five ANZCA Grants

●

●

Appointment of a PAH Foundation Clinical Research

Infrastructure development enhancing the feasibility of

Fellow

clinical and laboratory studies
●

Effective interaction of laboratory researchers and

●

Enrolment of two PhD students

clinicians. Highlights to date include the:

●

Development of an Experimental Intensive Care Facility

●

Convening of a Critical Care Basic Science

●

Driving two national multi-centre studies

Symposium, the first of its kind in the Southern

●

Rising publication rate, including high impact journals

Hemisphere.

– fourteen in 2004, fifteen published and seventeen in
press for 2005, twenty-eight in 2006.

Centres for Health Research Annual Review 2006
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University of Queensland at the
Princess Alexandra Hospital
Faculty of Health Sciences, UQ
The University of Queensland has strong ties with research groups at the Princess
Alexandra Hospital. The Faculty of Health Sciences at the University of Queensland
(www.uq.edu.au/health) has seven Schools, encompassing all the health professions
– Medicine, Nursing, Population Health, Pharmacy, Human Movement Studies,
Dentistry and Health and Rehabilitation Sciences.

There are many conjoint

appointments and honorary academic appointments (clinical and adjunct) across
the Princess Alexandra Hospital and the University of Queensland in each of these
Schools. In exciting developments, the Faculty of Health Sciences will be collaborating
with the new Diamantina Institute. The School of Pharmacy will also be increasing
Professor Peter Brooks

collaborations across the campus in the near future with the ongoing development
of the Pharmacy Australia Centre of Excellence (PACE). Multidisciplinary research
is a strength of the Faculty and increasing this research at the Princess Alexandra
Hospital campus is part of our agenda.
A number of research centres of the Schools of the University of Queensland are
located at the Princess Alexandra Hospital. These include the Endocrine Hypertension
Research Centre and the Renal Research Centre. There is a wide range of less formal
collaborations established to combine clinical expertise with patient focused
research in ground breaking development activities. The innovation in research
translates directly into optimal patient care from a number of these collaborations.
Looking to the future, the University of Queensland, and especially the Faculty of
Health Sciences, seeks to continue to increase the research ties with this major
hospital campus, with the focus on improving health outcomes through excellence
in research.

School of Medicine, Faculty of Health Sciences, UQ
The University of Queensland’s School of Medicine was founded in 1936 and today
provides the majority of medical training places in Queensland. The main functions
of the School are to deliver the graduate medical course and postgraduate courses
for medical professionals, to undertake research and provide research-based
postgraduate courses, to deliver clinical services and to integrate with hospitals,
professional bodies and external research organisations. http://www.som.uq.edu.
au/som/index.htm
The School continues to have a long and productive relationship with the Princess
Alexandra Hospital with most of the 1178 medical students rotating through clinical
placements at Princess Alexandra Hospital at some time during their four years
Professor David Wilkinson

of study. A large portion of their training at Princess Alexandra Hospital is led by
University of Queensland academic title holders employed by Queensland Health.

Translating Science into Better Health
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The School offers opportunities and encouragement for staff

into drug chemistry and quality of use, pharmacology and

members to engage in important research projects relevant to

drug delivery will be enhanced by the recent acquisition of a

the communities served by the School and its graduates and

multiphoton confocal microscope. This equipment will allow

to disseminate the results through national and international

non-invasive skin microscopy in many collaborative research

peer-reviewed journals. The clinical academics update their

fields, including drug monitoring, dermatology, cancer,

teaching in the MBBS program and postgraduate courses

cardiovascular disease and hypertension.

with the results of their research. Additionally, research into
educational methods is conducted within the MBBS program,
with publication of the results in national and international

Your attention is drawn to the many other School of Medicine
groups which have contributed to this publication, including
the Cardiovascular Imaging Group, the Academic Unit in

journals.

Geriatric Medicine, the Centre for Diabetes and Endocrinology,
Clinical and scientific research undertaken within the School

the Endocrine Hypertension Research Centre, research

is subject to peer and community review and monitoring,

groups in urology, liver research, ophthalmology and research

through the Princess Alexandra Hospital’s and the University’s

activities in the clinical departments of gastroenterology &

Human Research Ethics Committee systems, in accordance

hepatology, intensive care, ear, nose & throat, the renal unit,

with the NHMRC’s National Statement on Ethical Conduct in

and respiratory and sleep medicine.

Research Involving Humans (1999).
An outstanding recurring feature quickly apparent from
The Princess Alexandra Hospital site offers a unique

this Review is the diverse network of collaborations that

environment for conducting research ranging from basic

have developed between the School of Medicine research

pursuit of knowledge to understand fundamental bodily

groups and also between the groups and the Hospital’s

processes, right through to applying that knowledge to

clinical departments and other university groups. There

improving clinical practice.

Princess Alexandra Hospital

are collaborative studies into heart failure and liver

offers a 700+ bed tertiary level facility with over 700 medical

disease, schizophrenia and diabetes, geriatric medicine

staff and visiting medical officers, many of whom hold joint

and psychiatry, hypertension and clinical pharmacology to

positions or academic titles with the School of Medicine.

name just a few. The Centre for Clinical Research Excellence

Research activity at Princess Alexandra Hospital is enhanced

in Cardiovascular and Metabolic Disorders brings together

by the active School presence and research activity at the

School groups including the Cardiovascular Research Group,

nearby Greenslopes and Mater Misericordiae Hospitals, and

the Centre for Diabetes and Endocrine Research, the Endocrine

by our proximity to the University of Queensland St Lucia

Hypertension Research Centre, the Kidney Disease Research

campus on the other side of the Brisbane River. Planned

Centre and the Gastroenterology and Hepatology’s Liver

developments of the Pharmacy Australia Centre of Excellence

Disease group along with other University of Queensland

adjacent to the hospital and the Boggo Road Urban Village

groups on site and Hospital clinicians. Collaborations from

will further enhance the research hot spot at this site.

the Centre for Diabetes and Endocrinology have become
so strong, and the research so dynamic, that this group will

The School’s presence at the Princess Alexandra Hospital
continues to grow. In 2006, 130 School of Medicine staff
members were based at the Hospital, the largest campus

merge with the Centre for Immunology and Cancer Research
to form a new stand-alone University of Queensland Institute,
the Diamantina Institute, in 2007.

on the south side of the Brisbane River. The researchers at
the Hospital attracted $5.18Million in competitive research

2006 has seen an increased emphasis on the creation of joint

funding in 2006. Past research efforts resulted in 178 peer-

School and Hospital appointments, a move that has attracted

reviewed research publications from School members at

some high level appointments to the hospital site and will

the Princess Alexandra Hospital site in 2005 (most recent

enhance activities further in coming years. In particular,

official data).

Sixty-three of the School’s approximately

the School of Medicine is looking forward to Professor

340 postgraduate research students in 2006 were based at

David McIntyre’s return to the Princess Alexandra Hospital

the Princess Alexandra Hospital with five of the students at

fold in early 2007 as a conjoint Professor in Medicine and

Princess Alexandra Hospital completing their higher degrees

the School’s Head of Princess Alexandra Hospital campus,

this year.

a development which will no doubt develop the already
productive relationship with Princess Alexandra Hospital

The research efforts at this site include Professor Michael
Robert’s Therapeutics Research Unit where diverse studies

Centres for Health Research Annual Review 2006
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Clinical Research Fellowship
Scheme
The Hospital continues its commitment to support clinical

Princess Alexandra Hospital / University of Queensland.

research through the award of three clinical research
fellowships annually. A total of twenty-four fellowships have
been awarded since the scheme began, allowing registrars in
clinical training programs to undertake a year of supervised
clinical research. The 2006 recipients of the award were Dr

There are important clinical implications for the appropriate
identification of androgen deficiency in obese men. In the
last twelve months as the Clinical Research Fellow, Dr Ong
took on a project to establish the true prevalence of androgen
deficiency and its clinical associations in obese men, to

Cynthia Ong and Dr Nghi Mai.

explore the regulation of the gonadal axis and examine the
reversibility of androgen profile abnormality with weight
loss. In the process, a robust and highly sensitive assay for
the accurate biochemical analysis of serum testosterone has
been developed. It is hoped that this assay will have wider
clinical utility in the near future. The baseline results are
intriguing and an abstract to a national endocrine meeting
is planned.
Dr Ong, who has been awarded an NHMRC Medical Research
Scholarship to commence in 2007, will be continuing with
the above project as a PhD student. It is expected that

Dr Nghi Mai

this study will establish an algorithm to comprehensively

After gaining the Fellowship to the RACP in 2005, Dr Mai

assess androgen adequacy in obese men. Importantly, an

embarked upon a Clinical Research Fellowship at the

established high prevalence of hypogonadism and a robust

Princess Alexandra Hospital to further his experience in

biochemical method for testosterone measurement will be

Echocardiography and Clinical Cardiology.

Under the

expected to be the foundation for future randomised trials

supervision of Professor Thomas Marwick, he engaged in

using testosterone therapy to treat androgen deficiency in

advanced techniques of echocardiography.

obese men. It is foreseeable that improved body composition,
energy levels, muscle strength and quality of life will lead to

His research investigated right ventricular dysfunction in

better compliance and success with weight loss treatment.

chronic lung disease (mainly COPD). Echocardiography was
used to quantitate right ventricular function, pulmonary

The study will also lead to valuable clues to the aetiology and

pressures and pulmonary vascular resistances. These

disease mechanism of androgen deficiency and may lead to

echocardiographic indices to investigate the behaviour of

new research directions.

the right ventricular and in chronic lung disease of varying
severity. It was determined that the right ventricular is highly
afterload dependent and that pulmonary vascular resistance
is abnormal in early disease.
Dr Mai had the opportunity to present abstracts at local,
national and international conferences.

Dr Cynthia Ong
Dr Ong, in her final year as an advanced trainee in
Endocrinology, is completing a Clinical Research Fellowship
at the Centre for Diabetes and Endocrine Research at the
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New Colleagues
Professor Mark Kendall
A joint appointment with The University of Queensland’s Australian Institute for
Bioengineering and Nanotechnology, Centre for Immunology and Cancer Research
and Faculty of Health Sciences, Professor Kendall recently returned to University
of Queensland after eight years at the University of Oxford, where he was initially
Postdoctoral Research Fellow and then concurrently Associate Director of the
PowderJect Centre for Gene and Drug Delivery, a University Research Lecturer and
Lecturer at Magdalen College.
In addition to working closely with his University of Queensland and other Australian
colleagues, Professor Kendall maintains strong international research links, including
with groups at the University of Oxford and Princeton University.
Since his return in March 2006, he has been awarded a three-year Queensland
Government Smart State Senior Fellowship ($300,000) and $240,000 in cash and
kind by biotech firm Coridon as industry sponsor. Other research grants awarded
include an Australian Research Council Discovery Grant (jointly with Professor
Michael Roberts) of $675,000 and a National Health and Medical Research Council
Project Grant of $390,000.
Professor Kendall is researching and developing a nanopatch that can be used to
deliver vaccines and other therapeutics directly to targeted cells. Each silicon patch
has thousands of tiny projections, too small to see with the naked eye, which are
coated with the vaccine. When the patch is pressed onto the skin the projections
push into the cells themselves and the coating dissolves inside them. Prototypes
of the product have already been developed and trialled without the vaccines on
a handful of people with promising results. The advantage is improved, safer and
pain-free vaccines. The techniques being developed by Professor Kendall will enable
rapid and effective mass vaccinations with only one-thousandth of the vaccine
required per patient. Work is underway to optimise the technology to further
improve immune responses.
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Dr Emma Duncan
Dr Duncan joined the Princess Alexandra Hospital in 2005. At the end of 2005 she
was awarded two fellowships, one from The University of Queensland Fellowship for
Women (50% fulltime load) and another from Priscilla Kincaid-Smith Award from the
Royal Australasian College of Physicians. This gave sufficient support for a return to
active research after a break due to caring for her children and clinical training. At
the start of the year, her project mainly focussed upon the development of giant
cell tumours and the role of a gene, SH3BP2, in their development. Mutations in this
gene are responsible for Cherubism, a disease in which giant cell tumours develop in
the maxilla and mandible around the time of tooth eruption. The role of this gene, or
of the pathway involved, in other non-cherubic tumours remained unknown. During
2006 she investigated a number of giant cell tumours available from the Tumour
Tissue Bank at Princess Alexandra Hospital, and did not find mutations of SH3BP2.
However, other genes involved in this signalling pathway remain to be assessed.
Meanwhile, a new research focus in the anabolic control of bone developed as the
year progressed. Dr Duncan has assessed the role of LRP5 in determining bone
density in families and individuals with high bone mass; as well as LRP5 we hope to
assess a number of other candidate genes involved in the anabolic control of bone
(such as Wnt and sclerostin). Ultimately, she aims to a full genome association study
in this family cohort. The first genome association study in osteoporosis, performed
in a patient cohort with high and low bone mass will be completed early in 2007.
These results will be pursued in further detail in a large osteoporosis cohort.
The study of Risedronate in Adults with Osteogenesis Imperfecta type 1 was
completed in February and presented at the American Society for Bone and Mineral
Research in September as a Plenary Poster and as an oral presentation at the
Australian and New Zealand Bone and Mineral Society.
The Brisbane Bone Group was successfully re-instituted. The purpose of the group
is to bring together basic scientists and clinicians involved in bone, providing a
cross-fertilisation of ideas and a forum for collaboration. So far, Dr Duncan has been
delighted with two very successful and well-attended meetings.
Dr Duncan was successful in attracting funding from the PA Foundation and from
the ANZ Childhood Medical Trust and looks forward to support in the laboratory
work from her new research assistant, Miss Kate Addison, who has been appointed
to start in 2007.
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Our Young Investigators
Dr Ingrid Hickman
Dr Hickman came from a nutrition and dietetics background and gained a PhD
investigating the effect of obesity on the development and progression of chronic
liver disease. This research was the first to identify the benefits of lifestyle intervention
as a treatment for chronic hepatitis C and non-alcoholic fatty liver disease.
The Centre for Diabetes and Endocrine Research offered her the opportunity to
further develop this knowledge by linking with basic scientists and investigating
potential mechanisms whereby weight loss and physical activity may impact on
chronic disease.
Dr Hickman is an NHMRC Australian Clinical Research Fellow with the University of
Queensland Diamantina Institute. Her major responsibilities include co-ordination
of large-scale obesity interventions, investigation of the role of adiponectin in
the development of obesity-related chronic disease and addressing liver-related
outcomes in patients with type 2 diabetes. In 2006, Dr Hickman accepted an honorary
position with the Princess Alexandra Hospital Liver Unit to carry on an ongoing
collaboration with dietetic services to manage and audit weight loss outcomes
in obese patients with liver disease. Her publication record in 2006 demonstrates
varied collaborations with researchers across the Princess Alexandra Hospital campus
including Nutrition and Dietetics, Renal Medicine, Hepatology, Intensive Care and the
Centre for Diabetes and Endocrine Research basic scientists. The research fellowship
continues until the end of 2008 and will further develop investigations into the role
of obesity and dietary intake in the progression of chronic liver disease and build on
knowledge gained to date concerning methods of improving weight loss outcomes
in clinical obesity research.
Dr Hickman’s future aspirations are to strengthen the collaboration between
clinical and basic scientists in order to expand the expertise in nutrition research at
Diamantina Institute.
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Dr Jennifer Moffitt
After graduating in 1999 from the University of Technology, Sydney with a BSc and
honours, Dr Moffitt went to the UK where she took up a post at the Oxford Centre for
Diabetes, Endocrinology and Metabolism. She began a PhD under the tutelage of
Dr Anne Clark, investigating the declining function of the insulin-secreting islet beta
cells associated with type 2 diabetes.
In August 2005 Dr Moffitt returned to Australia to join the Hospital’s Cell Signalling
Group at the Centre for Diabetes and Endocrine Research as part of a project
investigating the role of inosine monophosphate dehydrogenase (IMPDH) in lipid
accumulation and adipogenesis. The laboratory recently reported that IMPDH may
play a previously unrecognised role in metabolism and accumulation of lipids, the
dyrsegulation of which contributes to the metabolic complications associated with
diabetes and obesity. Ongoing studies have been designed to determine whether
reducing IMPDH activity represents an attractive approach to reverse the increase
in fat mass associated with obesity and / or the associated metabolic complications
such as type 2 diabetes.
In order to better understand the putative role of IMPDH in lipid metabolism, Dr
Moffitt’s research has also taken a cell biology approach to investigate its regulation
at the molecular level. Intriguingly, these studies have shown that regulation of
IMPDH is disrupted by mutations that cause Retinitis Pigmentosa. The studies have
also revealed that retina-specific splice variants exist and preliminary characterisation
by the group suggests that these may be subject to additional levels of regulation.
This work was presented at the Retina Australia Biennial Congress in Canberra and at
several national and international meetings.
Dr Moffitt was awarded a University of Queensland Postdoctoral Fellowship
commencing in 2006.
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Postgraduate Research Students
It is wonderful to see record numbers of postgraduate students supervised at the
Princess Alexandra Hospital. Over one-hundred and fifty students were enrolled in
PhD and Masters in 2006.

Letitia Burridge
Ms Burridge was awarded a PhD scholarship by the Princess Alexandra Hospital
Cancer Collaborative Group to undertake her PhD on the The experience of becoming
a lay carer for a person with cancer. Increasing cancer survival, coupled with finite
health resources and increasing home-based care, means that willingness to fill the
lay caregiving role is a vital aspect of cancer care. It is often assumed that family
members are willing and able to take on this increasingly onerous task. A systematic
review (Burridge, Winch and Clavarino 2007 in press) found that reluctance has
adverse outcomes for carers, patients and service providers. Literature suggests that
perceived lack of choice is a key indicator of reluctance to care. Perceived disruption
to daily activities may also indicate reluctance.
In Phase I of this two part study, longitudinal survey data provided by a sample of
cancer carers during the patients’ final year were analysed, focusing on variables
measuring willingness, choice and disruption. The results suggest that spouses
were more willing than non-spouses and valued the role more. Non-spouses felt less
choice in taking the role. Male carers reported greater willingness than females, and
valued the role more. Female carers felt less choice than males, and found caregiving
more disruptive and stressful. These preliminary findings are limited by the potential
for socially desirable responses, and the likely absence of reluctant carers from the
final year sample. Such factors would result in an under-estimation of reluctance. In
Phase II, qualitative data were obtained via in-depth interviews with key informants
including lay carers of patients with recurrent cancer. Key themes were identified.
Reluctance was apparent, and was influenced by the quality of the carer-patient
relationship. Some committed carers experienced persistent reluctance, although
spousal and non-spousal carers may continue caregiving for different reasons.
Caregiving reluctance is a complex phenomenon because of relational factors. It is
a displaced issue because it is socially unpopular and morally required. For these
reasons it remains under-explored. If successful, an NHMRC grant application will
enable future work to focus on conceptualising caregiving reluctance. This will
lay a foundation for developing a comprehensive measure of cancer caregiving
reluctance, an important adjunct to interventions designed to recognise and reduce
carers’ perceived lack of choice and disrupted lifestyle.
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Dr Peter Kruger

Matt Stephenson

Dr Kruger is a Senior Intensive Care Specialist, has a busy

Mr Stephenson is a 3rd year PhD student at The University of

clinical practice and strong research interests centred on

Queensland’s Diamantina Institute for Cancer, Immunology

body fluid changes and drug behaviour in patients with

and Metabolic Medicine. He is investigating hepatic glucose

sepsis. He is undertaking his PhD looking at ‘The assessment

metabolism and its response to various hormones and drugs.

of pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics in critically

He is also studying the intracellular signalling pathways

ill patients’. This work began from clinical observations and

involved.

an interest in drug pharmacology. It relates to fundamental

associated with various diseases including type 2 diabetes,

questions about a better understanding of the alterations in

non-alcoholic fatty liver disease and hepatitis C infection.

Defects of hepatic glucose metabolism are

drug pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics that may
occur in patients with severe sepsis. The initial observation
was that the neuromuscular blocking drug Cisatracurium
didn’t seem to work effectively in some patients with severe
sepsis. The problem seemed to be more general in that some

Highlights of his research to date include the optimisation of
primary rat hepatocyte isolation to achieve viable, responsive
cells and development of functional assays to measure
glucose output and glycogen synthesis.

drugs behaved unexpectedly in patients with severe sepsis.

Over the past year, Mr Stephenson has been studying the

This project has evolved in two parts concerning “Drug

relationship between hepatocyte iron stores and insulin action

Pharmacokinetics and Body fluid distribution” and “Statin

and has also been investigating the effect of metformin, an

therapy in patients with severe sepsis”. Dr Kruger completed

anti-diabetic drug, on hepatic glucose metabolism. Future

the confirmation process in 2006 and as a result it has become

work will include studies into the action and signalling of

clear the project will concentrate on one of these areas only.

adiponectin, a potent insulin sensitiser that primarily affects
the liver. This may provide a greater understanding of the link
between obesity, insulin resistance and type 2 diabetes.
Mr Stephenson’s project is likely to have clinical significance,
given the importance of the liver in glucose homeostasis
and the range of diseases resulting from its dysregulation.
The data may identify possible targets for therapeutic
interventions.
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“Medical research is our investment
in our children’s future.”
Professor Ian Frazer
2006 Australian of the Year

Centres for Health Research Annual Review 2006
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Research Committee Report
The Research Committee continues to foster basic, clinical, translational and health
services research within the Princess Alexandra Hospital Health Service District. The
committee promotes and facilitates excellence in research. It provides advice on
strategic and operational policy on research direction, management and reporting.
In addition, the Committee provides input to research infrastructure and the effective
management of the research facilities including the Biological Research Facility, and
promotion of specific initiatives to facilitate research.
Some of the areas addressed and changes initiated during the year included:

Professor John Prins

●

A process to review the wet-lab research space across the campus,

●

The completion of fit-out of the ground floor of the research building and
occupancy in 2006.

●

Development of the publication “Princess Alexandra Hospital Medical Research
– Translating Science into Better Health “

Thank you to Professor Ian Frazer for his enormous contribution to the Committee.

Committee Members
Chair
Professor John Prins

Members
Professor Ian Frazer
Professor Tom Marwick
Professor Michael Roberts
Dr Devinder Gill
Dr Jennifer Lethlean
Dr Brian Gabrielli
Professor Leanne Aitken
Dr Sarah Winch
Dr Jon Whitehead
Anne-Louise Bulloch
David Brown-Rothwell
Meaghan Douglas
Gwynneth Petrie

Ex-Officio
Areti Gavrilidis
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Allied Health Research
Committee
The allied health research group includes health professionals providing diagnostic,
rehabilitative and clinical support to the Hospital and community through specialised
services and generates research within medical and social disability models.
Throughout 2006 the Allied Health Research Committee continued to:
●

Facilitate, encourage and support high quality research in allied health which
has been nationally and internationally recognised and has contributed
significantly to evidence based practice.

●

Facilitate, coordinate and advocate for the dedicated allocation of resources to
research in allied health.

●

Provide the support to increase the number of research proposals, publications,
presentations and successful grant applications in allied health.

Dr Jennifer Lethlean
●

Increase the profile of allied health involvement in research at PAH and the
community.

Committee Members

●

Chair
Dr Jennifer Lethlean

Ensure allied health research needs are represented and considered in strategic
planning.

●

Encourage networking and collaborations with nursing and medical
researchers.

Members
Dr Ruth Barker
Annette Broome
David Brown-Rothwell

Achievements
Achievements in 2006 included:

Julie Connell
Judith Coombes

●

Over one million dollars of funding awarded

Dr Petrea Cornwell

●

A significant increase in postgraduate research with more than ten doctoral
students (with an additional six sponsored by allied health departments), seven

Sue Cumming

masters students and seven honours students
Dr Jenny Fleming
Sue Foss
Dr Terrence Haines
Melissa Kendall
Kiley Pershouse
Angela Vivanti

●

Over thirty-two publications in refereed journals, two book chapters and more
than fifteen abstracts

●

An increase in collaborative/multi-disciplinary research projects

●

Cancer Collaborative Group PhD and Allied Health Research Scholarships
awarded

●

Provision of Allied Health Research & Quality Forums

●

PAH Week 50th Jubilee session “Quality of Care Enhancing Quality of Life”.
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Cancer Collaborative Group
The focus in 2006 was on strategic planning and building upon the existing research
programs and research capacity based around the research and clinical strengths.
The Princess Alexandra Hospital Cancer Collaborative Group continued to make
significant progress in translational and clinical research.

Research Program
Gene Profiling
The group continued to make advances in their milestones with four projects to
predict clinical outcomes.

Dr Devinder Gill

1) B-Chronic Lymphgocytic Leukaemia; a number of genes have been identified
associated with a change from stable to progressive disease in 2006.
2) Osteosarcomas microarray screening was able to identify a gene that has the
potential for metastasis, enabling prediction of chemotherapeutic response in
osteosarcoma patiens with 97% accuracy. Further trials are underway.
3) Acute Myeloid Leukaemia - The Haematology Department in collaboration with
the University of Queensland Centre for Immunology and Cancer Research initiated
preclinical and clinical trials to evaluate the effectiveness of combination therapy
of valproate + cytosine arabinoside in elderly Acute Myeloid Leukaemia (AML)
patients.
4) Head and Neck Cancer – preliminary data in 2006 shows valproate is an effective
therapy for head and neck cancer.

Dr Devinder Gill and members of the Cancer Collaborative Group
Management Committee
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Clinical Research

Guminski who was awarded the Practitioner fellowship.

Forty-seven projects were submitted to the Princess Alexandra

Preliminary research data has been successful in identifying

Hospital Human Research Ethics Committee during the year.

that valproate is an effective histone deacetylase inhibitor in

Twenty-eight of these were clinical trials of which seven were

patients with head and neck squamous cell carcinoma. This

investigator initiated.

work is due to be presented by Dr Guminski at the American
Association for Cancer Research meeting in Los Angeles in
2007.

Training & Mentoring Young
Investigators

Translating Research Outcomes

A further two Scholarships were awarded in 2006. In total
five scholarships and one practitioner fellowship have been

Cochrane Review

awarded since 2004 as a result of the Queensland Cancer

The Cochrane Review which began in 2004 on the Sequencing

Fund Collaborative Development Grant. Good progress has

of chemotherapy and radiation therapy for early breast cancer

been made by all recipients.

has been completed and published in October 2006. The
conclusion reached is that current practice (adjuvant CT prior

Allied Health
Mr

David

Brown-Rothwell,

to RT) for early breast cancer is not detrimental. The quality
Audiology

Department:

of this recently published review has been recognised by

Prediction of Hearing Outcomes in Acoustic Neuromas

NICE; they intend to incorporate our review in their upcoming

Surgery: Correlation between Audiological Results, Magnetic

guidelines (http://www.nice.org.uk/) as well as by Health

Resonance Imaging, Surgical Findings, and Histopathological

Behaviour News Service, who have further disseminated our

Appearance.

results online acknowledging the PAH Cancer Collaborative

Ms Bena Riddle, Speech Pathology Department: Long-

Group contribution.

term Swallowing Outcomes in Head and Neck Cancer

Ongoing Education

Patients Treated with Curative Intent Altered Fractionation

Professional and public education activities continued to

Radiotherapy

be held throughout 2006. These included Bimonthly Cancer

Nursing

Collaborative Group Seminars and A Cancer Collaborative

Ms Letitia Burridge, UQ School of Population Health: Gender
Differences in Lay Caregiver Needs, Burden and Support
while Caring for a Patient with Recurrent Cancer.

Science
Mr Fang Zhou, UQ, The Diamantina Institute for Cancer,
Immunology and Metabolic Medicine (formally Centre for
Immunology and Cancer Research, and Centre for Diabetes
and Endocrine Research): The Molecular Mechanisms of
Tumour Immunotherapy.
Ms Sarina Cameron, UQ, The Diamantina Institute for Cancer,

Group Community Lecture topics on Melanoma at Princess
Alexandra Hospital – a fifteen year story and New Biological
treatments for Cancer, to an audience of community
members.

Publications
In 2006 over sixty peer review articles were published
by members of the Princess Alexandra Hospital Cancer
Collaborative Group. Additionally there was an increase in
the number of published abstracts, and book chapters have
resulted from the research activity.

New Initiatives

Immunology and Metabolic Medicine (formally Centre for
Immunology and Cancer Research and Centre for Diabetes
and Endocrine Research): Treatment failure in Head & Neck

In 2006 there were a number of new initiatives including:
●

squamous cell carcinoma may be due to biologically distinct
tumour cell subtypes.

Practitioner Fellowship

the inaugural meeting New Directions in Leukaemia
Research (April 2006)

●

the funding of three registrar projects and two
collaborative projects.

Dr Alex Guminski, Medical Oncologist, Princess Alexandra
Hospital. Significant progress has been made by Dr Alex
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Additional Achievements

Committee Members

During the course of the year members of the Cancer

Chair

Collaborative Group successfully obtained additional sources

Dr Devinder Gill

of funding through competitive peer review including:

Members

●

Professor Ian Frazer

$400,125. NHMRC Project Grant. “Non-viral vectors for
targeted delivery of RNAi nucleotides to cervical cancers”
(McMillan N, Davies, Parekh, McGeray)

●

$451,375. NHMRC Project Grant. “Identification of

Associate Professor Bryan Burmeister

clinically significant subtypes of head and neck cancer

Dr Jennifer Lethlean

cells” (Saunders N, Kaurm P)
●

●

Associate Professor Damien Thomson

Dr Terrence Haines

$511,500. NHMRC Project Grant. “CDK4 activity in
S/G2 phases influences mitotic fidelity” (Gabrielli B,

Professor John Prins

Grimmond S)

Elaine Beller

$455,000. NHMRC Career Development Award. “New

Charlotte Ng

viral and immune biomarkers are a powerful tool in
the clinical management of patients with EBV-positive

Dr Alexander Guminski

lymphomas” (Gandhi M, QIMR/Princess Alexandra

Associate Professor Nicholas Saunders

Hospital).
●

Associate Professor Mark Smithers

$78,000. QCF Project Grant. Viral and Immune markers
in EBV+ Lymphomas. (Gandhi M, Gill D).

Professor David Gotley

●

$50,000. PA Foundation. (Mollee P).

Ex-Officio

●

$103,000. Leukaemia Foundation of Queensland.

Areti Gavrilidis

(Mollee P).
●

$313,000. ALLG Tissue Bank support from Leukaemia
Foundation of Australia LFA and Price Waterhouse
Cooper (Marlton P).

●

$75,000. Queensland Cancer Fund. (Porceddu S).

●

$15,000 RANZCR, $8,000 PA Foundation, $10,000. PAH
Cancer Collaborative Group. (Porceddu S).

●

$323,075. Queensland Health Smart Health Research
Grant over five years. “Post-operative chemoradiotherapy
vs. radiotherapy in high risk cutaneous squamous cell
carcinoma of head and neck”. (Porceddu S).

Centres for Health Research Annual Review 2006

29

Human Research Ethics
Committee
The Princess Alexandra Hospital Human Research Ethics Committee is constituted
according to and compliant with the National Health and Medical Research Council
Guidelines and the National Statement. The function of the Committee is to ensure
that all research practices relating to humans conducted within the Princess Alexandra
Hospital, Queensland Elizabeth II, Logan-Beaudesert Health and Nambour Health
Service Districts are conducted in an ethical manner in compliance with National
Health and Medical Research Council guidelines and relevant legislation.
2006 was another busy year for the Princess Alexandra Hospital Human Research
Ethics Committee. Mrs Gwynneth Petrie continued as Chair and was joined in October
by Mrs Sheran Pavey as Acting Ethics Manager and Secretary to the Committee. Ms
Anne Walsh was seconded for six months to the position of Acting Principal Policy
Mrs Gwynneth Petrie

Officer, Research and Ethics Unit, Queensland Health.
During the year, two additional medical members joined the Committee enabling
broader support in areas of Paediatrics and Public Health. External reviewers, both
on and off site, provided expert advice and support for Phase I and Phase II studies.
In December, Dr Richard Lim left the committee after two years of dedicated service.
Dr Lim’s intellect and wise counsel will be missed. Dr Derek Dickey continued to
contribute to the Committee through his invaluable experience and expertise.
Additional advice and support was provided by Dr John North, Deputy Chair, Human
Research Ethics Committee.
Significant events and achievements included:
●

The revision of the National Health and Medical Research Council “National
Statement on Ethical Conduct in Research Involving Humans” (1999) continued
in 2006 and the final draft will be presented to Parliament in 2007 with the
expected launch thereafter.

●

The consultation and development of a national ethics application form
between the National Health and Medical Research Council and State
jurisdictions including Queensland Health and other health organisations
in Australia resulted in the launch of the National Ethics Application Form in
September 2006.

●

The pilot for the Queensland Health Mutual Acceptance Model for Multi
Centre Research began in November 2006. An evaluation of the pilot will be
undertaken in March 2007.

●

The Human Research Ethics staff continued to provide education and support
to researchers regarding submission and ethical approval.

●

The attendance by Human Research Ethics Committee Chair at the 2006
Intensive Research Ethics Course in December, conducted by the Centre for
Ethics in Medicine and Society, Monash University, Department of Medicine,
Nursing and Health Sciences.
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The Princess Alexandra Hospital Human Research Ethics
Committee reviewed a total of 212 new submissions in
2006. It is a tribute to the commitment and industry of the
volunteer committee that a workload of a peak of thirty-nine
new studies in December 2006 was efficiently handled.

Kerri Holzhauser, RN, B.Health Sc. (Nursing) TNCC, CATN
Jan Maxwell, Cert.Teaching – Lay female
Judith Coombes, B Pharm, MSc Pharmacy
Dr Richard Roylance, B MEd Sc MBBS FRACP (since
September)

The Chair and the Committee extend appreciation to the

Col Sutcliffe, M.ed., B.Ed., Cert. Teaching, Grad Dip (Ed. Admin)

staff for their continuous work towards improving and

– Lay male

streamlining the processes for approval of new and amended

Rev. Fr. Bernard Thomas, B.A, B.Ed., B.D., GOE, - Minister of

research submissions.

Religion

Comments and feedback from research staff are always
welcome.

Dr Alun Richards, MBBCh, MPH, FAFPHM, FAChAM (since
September)
John Bennett, B.Com, LLB - Lawyer
Dr Derek Dickey, MBBS, FRACP

Committee Members

Staff

Chair

Anne Walsh, BSc, Grad Dip Arts (Prof. Ethics), MA (Philosophy)

Gwynneth Petrie, PH.C., FSHP

Ethics Manager (to October)

Members
Dr Richard Lim, MBBS, MD, MPhil, MRCP
Dr John North, MBBS, FRACS
Dr Robert Zubeshaw, MBBS, Dip RANZCOG

Sheran Pavey, Dip HRM - Acting Ethics Manager and Secretary
(since October)
Helen Banks, Executive Support Officer
Apart from the Chair, Secretary (Ethics Manager) and Executive
Support Officer, all members act in an honorary capacity.

Mrs Gwynneth Petrie and HREC Members
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PA Foundation
The PA Foundation continued to expand during 2006, providing record funding of
$520,000 for medical research on the Princess Alexandra Hospital campus for the
year ending December 2006. For 2007 the Foundation anticipates being able to
provide in excess of $800,000, and in excess of $1Million for 2008.
The primary objective of the Directors, management and staff during 2006 was to
increase current and future ability to financially support and encourage medical
research at the Princess Alexandra Hospital. To that end, a number of new and
productive strategies and actions have been undertaken, including the establishment
of commercial ventures, the establishment of an Endowment Fund, workplace giving
programs, and an increased emphasis on major gifts and bequests.
Mr Michael T Wille

The PA Foundation continues to enjoy a strong relationship with the Queensland
Hotels Association and the Mater Foundation in the form of Hotel Care Week. The
event raised over $200,000, thus demonstrating the dedication of Queensland Hotels
Association to give back to the community by supporting medical research. Another
major corporate donor, Australian Liquor Marketers and its many customers, have
contributed over $400,000 since 2002.

The Foundation does
not receive any funding
from the State or Federal
Governments and relies
almost completely on
donations from the
general public and the
business community.
During the past year the PA Foundation was very pleased to be able to substantially
increase the depth and breadth of the Board of Directors. New Directors include;
Professor John Prins (Chair, Centres for Health Research), Professor Ian Frazer
(Australian of the Year for 2006 and developer of the acclaimed Cervical Cancer
vaccine), Dr David Theile Snr (Clinical CEO of the Princess Alexandra Hospital), Dr
Richard Ashby (Director Elect – Executive Director of Medical Services at Princess
Alexandra Hospital), Mr Andrew Griffiths (Company Director), and Ms Linda Lavarch,
MP (Director Elect).
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The PA Foundation is a separate statutory authority appointed

Dr David Theile (Snr), AO, PhD(Hon), MBBS(Hon), MS, FRACS,

under an Act of Queensland Parliament and is controlled and

FRCS (Ed)(Hon) FANZCA (Hon), Clinical CEO of Princess

managed by an independent Board of Directors. Members

Alexandra Hospital

of the Princess Alexandra Hospital Foundation Board are

Secretary

appointed by the Governor in Council and are drawn from

Ms Heather Tyrrell Q Health Grad.Cert. Management,

the local business and medical community. The Foundation

Manager Governance and District Executive Management

does not receive any funding from the State or Federal

Services, Princess Alexandra Hospital

Governments and relies almost completely on donations
from the general public and the business community.

Research Committee
Professor Ken Donald, MBBS, PhD, FRCPA, MRAC Path.,

Board of Directors
Chairman

FRCMA, FRACS, Chairman
Professor Ranjeny Thomas MBBS, MD, FRACP, Professor of
Medicine, University of Queensland, Deputy Director, Centre for

Mr Michael T Wille BA (Hons.) Eng. Phil., Yale University,

Immunology and Cancer Research.

Company Director

Deputy Chairman
Mr William Deutrom OAM, PNA, FMAI,FAICD, Company
Director

Professor Thomas Marwick MBBS, PhD, FACC, FESC, FRACP,
Professor of Medicine, University of Queensland.
Professor Leanne Aitken RN, ICCert, BHSc Nurs) Hons,
GCertMgt, GDipScMed(ClinEpi), PhD, FRCNA, Professor of

Dr Richard Ashby (Director Elect), MBBS, BHA, FRACGP,

Critical Care Nursing, Griffith University and Princess Alexandra

FRCMA, FACEM, FIFEM, Executive Director of Medical Services,

Hospital.

Princess Alexandra Hospital

Associate Professor Mark Smithers MBBS, FRACS, FRCS

Directors

(Eng) Associate Professor of Surgery, University of Queensland,

Mr Richard Bowly AFAMI (Dip.), FAIA (Dip.), FAIM, Company

Director, Upper Gastro-Intestinal and Soft Tissue/Melanoma,

Director

Princess Alexandra Hospital.
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